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Co-Op  has  l nc reased  l t  t s  e f fo r t s

year  to  meet  a l l  compl lance issues

. MINING COMPANY\V Hd
I

D lanne  R .  N ie l son
Di r  ec t  or
U tah  D lv i sLon  o f  0 i t
3  T r i ad  Cen te r ,  Su i t e
Sal t  take Ci ty ,  Utah

Dea r  Hs .  N ie l son , Div3stCIrr ct:
OIL GA$ & MiNiNG

Re:

The  pu rpo$e  ' o f  t h t s  co r respondence  i s  t o  d l scuss , the  D lv i s lon

le t te r  da ted  Augus t  20 ,  199  1  l nvo l v lng  a  po ten t i a l  pa t te rn  o f

v lora t lons.  co-op u in lng company ls  ex t remely  concerned about  th is

issue and wlshes to  convey ln format lon that  may impact  -  the

impress ion  exh ib i t ed  by  the  D lv l s lon  l n  t he  l e t t e r .

1,

As  the  D iv l s lon  i s  aware

s ign l f l can t l y  du r i ng  t he  l as t

l nc l ud lng  t he  f o l l ow ing :

o  Mr .  Gay lon Atwood was ass igned the task o f  coord inat ing on-
s  l te  lnspect . lone wl th  the p f  v ls  lon,  rnd to  ensure compl  lance
w i th  the  app roved  n lne  p ran  tn  Harch ,  L991 .  .

o  Addi t lona l  personnel  (Hr .  Mar low peterson,  oc t  1991 )  were
ass igned  to  conduc t  rou t l ne  ma in tenance  ac t i v l t l es  and  to
implement  approved mod i  f  i ca t  lons to  sur  face s t ruc tures .

o Mangum. Engi neer ing Consultants (  M. E .  C. )  hras contracted to
regeneratg  maps the end o f  1990 and to  lncrease on-s i te
coo rd ina t i on ,  ,

H 'E . c .  was  con t rac ted  s ta r t i ng  1  Sep t . 199 l  t o  imp lemen t  an
lmproved on-s l te  permi t  compl lance program.  , ,char les  Reynolds
has  been  ava l l ab le  to  coo rd lna te  a f f  on -s i t e  l nspec t l i ns  by
the  D lv i s ion  and  to  d i rec t  co rnp l i ance  ac t l v i t l e ; . -

M 'E . 'C '  con t rac ted  to  conduc t  on -s i t e  'wa te r  
mon l to r i ng

ac t l v l t l e s  s ta r t l ng  Nov .  1991 .
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Coal Sales (801) 381-5777
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A l t hough  t he  v i o l a t i ons  l 1s ted  1n  t he  re fe renced  D l v i s i on

le t te r  may  i nd i ca te  a  need  fo r  be t te r  coo rd lna t l on  they  do  no t

exh ib i t  a  pa t te rn  o f  w i l l f u l l y  o r  unwar ran ted  fa i l u re  to  comp ly

w i t h  t he  requ i remen ts  and  cond i t i ons  o f  t he  S ta te  o f  U tah  R514

Coa I  H in i ng  Ru les .  The  f i ve  v i o l a t i ons  c i t ed  i n  t he  re fe renced

le t t e r  a re  d l scussed  on  t he  a t t ached  pages .

The recent lmprovements implemented by Co-Op have been made as

a  consc ious  e f f o r t  t o  mee t  a l l  r egu la to r y  r egu i remen ts .  I  am  aware

tha t  D lv i s ion  pe rsonne l  have  exp ressed  the l r  app rec ia t i on  fo r  t he

lmprovemen ts  made  (See  D iv i s lon  l e t t e r  da ted  29  Oc tobe r  199 i )  and

I  am su re  tha t  t he  improved  pa t te rn  w i l t  con t i nue  i n  a  pos l t i ve

d i r ec t i gn .  P lease  con tac t  me  1 f  I  can  ass i s t  you  w i t h  any  manne r .

Thank yorl r

t i lende1l Owen,
Res ident  Agent

cc :  COP Coa I  Deve lopmen t  Co .
enc losu re  (  s  ) .
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@- t tConduct ing coa l  min ing and ree lamat ion wi thout  a
va l i d  coa l  m in i ng  pe rm i t . n

The  requ i red  no t i ce  fo r  pub l i c  comment  r ^ ras  pub l i shed  i n
oc tobe r  1990 .  Th i s  no t i ce  i nc luded  bo th  the  app l i ca t i on  regues t
f o r  add i t i on  o f  t he  f ede ra l  l eases  and  t he  Pe rm l t  Renewa l .  The
no t i ce  was  g i ven  t o  t he  D i v i s i on  i n  Ju l y  1990  f o r  r ev i ew  and  no
commen ts  we re  rece i ved .  Fo l l ow ing  i n i t l a l  pub l i ca t i on  t he  D l v i s i on
no t i f i ed  Co-Op  tha t  t he  no t i ce  mus t  be  repub l i shed  w i th  the  fede ra l
l ease  add i t i ons  and  Perm l t  Renewa l  i ssues  separa ted .  Th i s  ho ld  up
resu l ted  1n  Bub l l c  hea r ings  be lng  de layed .  The  requ i remen t  f o r  nev t
base  maps  a l so  had  a  ma jo r  impac t  on  th l s  ma t te r .

N90-34 -1 -1 . f fThe maps and cross sect ions in  the rn ine p lan are
inaccu ra te  and  do  no t  re f l ec t  t he  ac tua l  ope ra t i on
as conducted on the ground .  .  .  .  r r

Th l s  l ssue  was  de te rm ined  du r ing  the  f i na l  s tages  o f  t he
Perm i t  Renewa l  p rocess .  Co-Op  M in ing  Company  con t rac ted  w i th
repu tab le  consu l tan ts  (Hor rocks  and  Coro l l o  Eng , ,  Amer i can  -Fo rk ,

U tah  and  B lack  Hawk  Eng . ,  He lpe r ,  U tah )  t o  genera te  the  maps  tha t
were  used  to  ob ta in  the  o r i g ina l  pe rm i t  and  i n  the  app roved  pe rm i t
i n  1990 .  These  maps  had  been  upda ted  as  requ i red  and  had  gone
th rough  numerous  rev iews  by  the  D iv i s ion ,  Upon  rev iew  o f  t he
conce rns  as  to  the  accu racy  o f  t hese  maps  and  c ross  sec t l ons ,  Co-Op
in l t ia ted procedures to  generate  new maps us ing aer ia l  photography
and  compu te r  genera ted  da ta .  O lympus  Aer  l a l  Su rveys  Inc .  ,  Sa I t
take Ci ty ,  Utah,  hras cont rac ted to  generate  new base map data  pr ior
t o  t he  i s suance  o f  t he  re fe renced  v i o l a t i on .

ffi. I  ns ta l  l a t  i  on  o  f
app rova l .

t r  Ho i  st  Road I t wi thout  pr  io r

Be t te r  coo rd ina t i on  w i th  consu l tan ts  wou ld  have  p rec luded  th i s
v i o l a t l on .  The  ho i s t  r oad  was  cons t ruc ted  du r i ng  l ns ta l l a t i on  o f
dus t  con t ro l  s t r uc tu res .  The  road  l s  w i t h i n  t he  d i s t u rbed  a rea
boundar  i es  .

N91- j l0 -1-1 . H lnd rance  v i o l a t i on .  f rFa i l u re  t o  subm i t  a l l
i n fo rma t ion  requ i red  by  the  D iv i s ion  Orde r  i ssued
L l / 27 /90 ,  ( i . e .  i t ems  i den t i f i ed  as  f i 8 ,  * 14 ,  *L7
and  l *L8 ) .

Th i s  v io la t i on  i s  cu r ren t l y  under  rev iew .  Con tmun ica t i on
conce rn lng  the  i ncomp le te  i ssues  was  ma in ta ined  con t i nuous l y  du r ing
the  upg rad ing  o f  t he  m ine  p lan  and  l t  i s  f e l t  t ha t  i ssuance  o f  t he
v io la t i on  was  no t  mer i t ed  due  to  the  na tu re  o f  t he  work  regu l red .
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I tg t -26-7-2 . .  f rFa i lu re  to  obta in  Div is ion approva l  before
en larg i  ng the shop pad .  f t

The shop pad was en larged due to  p lacement  o f  mater  ia l
generated dur ing work  on Sedi rnent  Pond nAi l  a t  the outs lope o f  the
shop pad. The work being condueted on Sedlment Pond t f  Arf  btas
approved by the Div is ion.  Eguipment  operators  were not  proper ly
fo l l ow ing  i ns t ruc t i ons  g i ven  them by  managemen t  when  they  p laced
the  ma te r i a l  l n  t h i s  l oca t i on .  Upon  rev l ew  o f  t he  s l t ua t i on  t he
D lv l s l on  $ ras  no t i f i ed  o f  t he  s i t ua t i on  and  a  regues t  f o r  change  t o
the  p l an  was  made  by  M .E .C .  p r i o r  t o  i s suance  o f  t he  v i o l a t i on .
See  M .E ,C .  l e t t e r  da ted  24  June  199L .
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Dianne R Nielson. Ph.D.
Divis'ron Direcor

StateC utah
DEPARTMENT OF NATIJRAL RESOURCES
DMSION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah 84180'1203

801 -538-5340

July 25, 1991

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Lowell P. Braxton, Associate Director, Mining

Joseph C. Helfrich, Regulatory Program Coor

Tracki the

The preliminary pattern search for the months of July 1990 to July 1991,

indicates that the ieferen"ed operator has accrued three or more, same or similar

violations within the past twelve month period.

Co-Op Mining CompanY ' ACT/015/025

ibe
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an equal opportunity emPloYer

Violatlon
lssue
Dates Nature of Violation lnspector Status Negligence

c9s-26-1-1 11/0ue0 Gonducting mining and
reclamation operations
withor.rt a valid coal mining
permit

Bill Malencik Civil Penalty
Paid
1?06/e0;
No Appeal

NO
Negligenee;
0 Points

N90-34-1-1 11126190 Failure to accurately depict
the surface facilities of the
mining operation in the
mining and reclamation
plan

Jesse Kelley CMI PenaltY
Paid
oa/13/e1;
No Appeal

Negligence;
12 Points

Nel€5-1-1 a2l27ls1 Failure to conduct mining
and reclamation activities in
accordance with the
approved permit

Susan White Civil Penalty
Paid
06121ls1;
No Appeal

Greater
Degree of
Fault; 23
Points

N91-20-1-1 04l26ls1 Failure to comply with the
terms and conditions of the
approved mining and,
reclamation plan

Pamela
Grubaugh-
tjttig

Finalized
0705/e1;
Assessment
Conference
Pending

Greater
Degree of
Fault; 20
points

N91€6-7-2
a2

ozo4s1 Conducting mining and
reclamation operations
without a valid coal mining
permit.

Bill Malencik Proposed
Assessment
ail23ls1

Greater
Degree of
Fautt; 25
points

Compliance records for NOV #N91 -26:7-2 212 are provided.


